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Arizona State Law
AZ Rev. Stats. Ann.

Chapter 31 Weapons and Explosives
Title 13. Criminal Code

13-912. Restoration of civil rights; automatic for first offenders; persons
excluded.
A. Upon completion of the term of probation, or upon absolute discharge from
imprisonment, and upon the completion of payment of any fine or restitution
imposed, any person who has not previously been convicted of any other felony
shall automatically be restored any civil rights which were lost or suspended
by the conviction.
B.  This section does not apply to a person’s right to possess weapons as de-
fined in § 13-3101 unless he applies to a court pursuant to the procedures of
§ 13-906.

13-3101. Definitions. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. “Deadly weapon”  means anything designed for lethal use. The term includes
a firearm.
2. “Deface”  means to remove, alter or destroy the manufacturer’s serial num-
ber.  * * * *
4. “Firearm”  means any loaded or unloaded pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun or
other weapon which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to ex-
pel a projectile by the action of an explosive,  except that it does not in-
clude a firearm in  permanently inoperable condition. * * * *
6. “Prohibited possessor”  means any person:
(a) Who has been found to constitute a danger to himself or to others pursu-
ant to court order under the provisions of § 36-540, and whose court ordered
treatment has not been terminated by court order.
(b)  Who has been convicted within or without this state of a felony involving
violence or possession and use of a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument and
whose civil rights have not been restored.
(c)  Who is at the time of possession serving a term of imprisonment in any
correctional or detention facility.
(d)  Who is at the time of possession serving a term of parole, work furlough,
home arrest or release on any other basis or who is serving a term of proba-
tion or parole pursuant to the interstate compact under Title 31, chapter 3,
article 4.
7. “Prohibited weapon”  means * * * any:
(a)  Explosive, incendiary or poison gas:
(i)  Bomb.
(ii)  Grenade.
(iii)  Rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces.
(iv)  Mine.
(b)  Device designed, made or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm; or
(c)  Firearm that is capable of shooting more than one shot automatically,
without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger; or
(d)  Rifle with a barrel length of less than sixteen inches or shotgun with a
barrel length of less than eighteen inches, or any firearm made from a rifle
or shotgun which, as modified, has an overall length of less than twenty-six
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inches; or * * * *
(f)  Breakable container which contains a flammable liquid with a flash point
of one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit or less and has a wick or similar
device capable of being ignited; or
(g) Combination of parts or materials designed and intended for use in making
or converting a device into an item set forth in subdivision (a) or (f) of
this paragraph.
The items as set forth in subdivisions (a), (b), (c) and (d) of this para-
graph shall not include any such firearms or devices registered in the na-
tional firearms registry and transfer records of the United States treasury
department or any firearm which has been classified as a curio or relic by
the United States treasury department.

Publisher’s Note:

City ordinance regulating possession of firearms was in conflict with, and
preempted by § 13-3101 et seq. relating to offenses involving weapons and
explosives. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 178-274.

13-3102. Misconduct involving weapons; defenses; classification.
A.  A person commits misconduct involving weapons by knowingly:  * * * *
3.  Manufacturing, possessing, transporting, selling or transferring a prohib-
ited weapon; or
4.  Possessing a deadly weapon if such person is a prohibited possessor; or
5. Selling or transferring a deadly weapon to a prohibited possessor; or
6. Defacing a deadly weapon; or
7.  Possessing a defaced deadly weapon knowing the deadly weapon was defaced;
8.  Using or possessing a deadly weapon during the commission of any felony
offense included in chapter 34 of this title; or * * * *
12.  Possessing a deadly weapon on school grounds. * * * *
C. Subsection A, paragraph 1 of this section shall not apply to a person in
his dwelling, business premises or on real property owned or leased by that
person.
D.  Subsection A, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 7, * * 12,  and 13, of this section
shall not apply to:
1.  A peace officer or any person summoned by any peace officer to assist and
while actually assisting in the performance of official duties; or
2.  A member of the military forces of the United States or of any state of
the United States in the performance of official duties; or
3.  A person specifically licensed, authorized or permitted pursuant to a
statute of this state or of the United States.
E.  Subsection A, paragraphs 3 and 7 of this section shall not apply to:
1.  The possession, transporting, selling or transferring of weapons by a mu-
seum as a part of its collection or an educational institution for educa-
tional purposes or by an authorized employee of such museum or institution,
if:
(a)  Such museum or institution is operated by the United States or this state
or a political subdivision of this state, or by an organization described in
§ 170(C) of title 26 of the United States Code as a recipient of a charitable
contribution; and
(b)  Reasonable precautions are taken with respect to theft or misuse of such
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material.
2.  The regular and lawful transporting as merchandise; or
3.  Acquisition by a person by operation of law such as by gift, devise or
descent or in a fiduciary capacity as a recipient of the property or former
property of an insolvent, incapacitated or deceased person.
E. Subsection A, paragraph 3 of this section shall not apply to the merchan-
dise of an authorized manufacturer thereof or dealer therein, when such mate-
rial is intended to be manufactured, possessed, transported, sold or trans-
ferred solely for or to a dealer or a regularly constituted or appointed
state, county or municipal police department or police officer, or a deten-
tion facility, or the military service of this or another state or the United
States, or a museum or educational institution or a person specifically li-
censed or permitted pursuant to federal or state law. * * * *

13-3106. Firearm purchase in other States.  A person residing in this state,
or a corporation or other business entity maintaining a place of business in
this state, may purchase or otherwise obtain firearms anywhere in the United
States if such purchase or acquisition fully complies with the laws of this
state and the state in which the purchase or acquisition is made and the pur-
chaser and seller, prior to the sale or delivery for sale, have compiled with
all the requirements of the federal gun control act of 1968.

13-3108. Firearms regulated by state; state preemption.
A.  Ordinances of any political subdivision of this state relating to the
transportation, possession, carrying, sale and use of firearms in this state
shall not be in conflict with this chapter.
B. A political subdivision of this state shall not require the licensing or
registration of firearms or prohibit the ownership, purchase, sale or trans-
fer of firearms.

Publisher’s Note:

The Brady Act provides for several alternatives.  The two alternatives impli-
cated by the recently passed Arizona legislation are the “instant check” al-
ternative system and the “handgun permit” system.  As of the date of publica-
tion of this pamphlet, neither system has sufficiently established compliance
with the requirements as an alternative to the Brady Act.  Accordingly, until
further notice, All Dealers are alerted that they must fully comply with ALL
requirements of the Brady Act.

13-3114. Handgun Clearance Center.
A.  The Department of Public Safety may establish an instant background check
system to determine whether purchases, sales or transfers of handguns  to any
person violate any federal law or any law of this state prohibiting posses-
sion of handguns.
 * * * *
D.  To the extent permitted by Federal law or the laws of this State governing
criminal history records information, the Director of the Department of Pub-
lic Safety may establish a procedure for contracting with private sector en-
terprises to conduct instant background checks.
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13-3109. Sale or gift of firearm to minor; classification.
A.  Except as provided in subsection C of this section, a person who sells or
gives to a minor, without written consent of the minor’s parent or legal
guardian, a firearm, ammunition or toy pistol by which dangerous and explo-
sive substances may be discharged, is guilty of a class 6 felony.
B.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require reporting sales of
firearms, nor shall registration of firearms or firearms sales be required.  *
* * *

13-3111. Minors prohibited from carrying or possessing firearms; exceptions;
seizure and forfeiture; penalties.
A.  Except as provided in subsection B of this section, an unemancipated per-
son who is under eighteen years of age and who is unaccompanied by a parent,
grandparent or guardian, or a certified hunter safety instructor or certified
firearms safety instructor acting with the consent of the unemancipated
person’s parent or guardian, shall not knowingly carry or possess on his per-
son, within his immediate control, or in or on a means of transportation a
firearm in any place that it is open to the public or on any street or high-
way or on any private property except private property owned or leased by the
minor’s parent, grandparent or guardian. * * * *
D.  A person who violates subsection A of this section is a delinquent child
and shall be subject to the following  penalties;
1.  For an offense involving an unloaded firearm, a fine of not more than two
hundred fifty dollars, and the court may order the suspension or revocation
of the person’s driver’s license until the person reaches eighteen years of
age.  * * * *

13-3112.  Permit to carry concealed weapon; violation; classification; quali-
fication; application training program; program instructors; report  [ * * *
contact the Department of Public Safety for details.] * * * *


